Some futuristic possibilities for resuscitation.
Future possibilities for resuscitation must take into account our still limited understanding of the reperfusion syndrome. Clinical resuscitation research must incorporate the use of prolonged life-support techniques. These may depend on the use of cardiopulmonary bypass to provide improved reperfusion of vital organs and to permit the time necessary to evaluate and treat the mediators and modifiers of the reperfusion syndrome. It is likely that some patients who require prolonged life support will need replacement organs or, should their brains fail to survive resuscitation, become organ donors. Physicians involved in resuscitation and transplantation must come to grips with the logistic problems of techniques for prolonged resuscitation.